Handout A-3

WHY THE JEWS?
Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin

THREE MEDIEVAL LIBELS

Throughout the Middle Ages, Christians re-
peated the accusation in the Gospel of John that
the Jews are the Devil’s children. Millions of
Christians came to believe that the Jews were not
actually human beings, but creatures of the
Devil, allies of Satan, and personifications of the
Antichrist. This diabolical dehumanization of the
Jews rendered plausible every accusation against
them.

Such was the case regarding the three anti-
Jewish libels. . . . Jews murder Christians and
drink their blood for ritual purposes; Jews poison
Christians; and Jews kidnap the wafer that is
transubstantiated into the body of Jesus and tor-
ture it by sticking needles into it, thus torturing
Jesus.

Each of these three charges was made and be-

lieved"despite the nonexistence of any support-

ing evidence except for confessions extracted un-
der torture. But the absence of any evidence
fooled few Christians agents of the Devil are no-
toriously tricky.

Ritual Murder

The first accusation of ritual murder was made
in 1144 in England. According to a contemporary
Christian document: “The Jews of Norwich
brought a child before Easter, and tortured him
with all the tortures wherewith our Lord was.tor-
tured, and on Long Priday hanged him on a rod

Taken from: Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin, Why the
Jews? (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1983), p. 96-104. Copy-
right (c) 1983 by Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin. Re-
printed by permission of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

in hatred of our Lord, and afterwards buried
him” A Christian convert from Judaism,
Theobold of Cambridge, testified that Jews were
required to sacrifice a Christian child annually,
the choice of place being made at an annual con-
ference of rabbis. This first accusation of ritual
murder had no immediate consequences. As no
evidence was ever produced that a murder had
been committed, let alone a Jewish ritual murder,
no Jew was tried for the alleged crime. But the
long-term effects of this accusation were to be
devastating. Between the twelfth and the twenti-
eth centuries, Jews and often entire Jewish com-
munities were put on trial on over 150 occasions
for engaging in ritual murder. In almost every in-
stance Jews were tortured and put to death.

The case of Hugh of Lincoln provides a typical
example. In 1255, many Jews visited ‘Lincoln,
England, to attend the wedding of a prominent
Jew’s daughter. The day after the wedding, the
body of a Christian boy, Hugh of Lincoln, miss-
ing for over three weeks, was found in a cesspool
into which he had accidently fallen. Matthew
Paris, a contemporary Christian chronicler, wrote

what he and other Christians believed to have re-.

ally occurred: “The child was first fattened for ten
days with white bread and milk, and then. . .al-
most all the Jews of England were invited to the
crucifixion.” Subsequently, a Jew named Copin
was arrested, and under torture confessed “that
the Jews had crucified the boy in the manner that
the Jews had once crucified Jesus.” One hundred
Jews were arrested, and nineteen, including Co-
pin, were hanged without trial.

" The case of Hugh of Lincoln had a profound
impact on the popular image of Jews in England
and throughout the Western world. A century
later Geoffrey Chaucer wrote of the Jews’ murder

_ of Hugh in “The Prioress’s Tale” in his classic The
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Canterbury Tales. In the nineteenth century, one of
the leading essayists in England, Charles Lamb,
wrote: “I confess that I have not the nerve to enter
their synagogues. Old prejudices cling about me.
I cannot shake off the story of Hugh of Lincoln.”
Dozens of ballads were inspired by Hugh’s
death. The two authors, on a visit to the Ozark
Mountains of Arkansas, purchased a book of
Ozark Mountain folk songs, printed in 1973,
which included a ballad inspired by the “Jewish
ritual murder” of Hugh of Lincoln. In it, a Jewish
woman is described as inviting a young Christian
boy into her house, whereupon:

She pinned a napkin o'er his face

And pinned it with gold pin

Then called for a vessel of gold

To catch his heart blood in,

In, in, .

To catch his heart blood in.

By the fourteenth century the ritual murder
charge had become associated with the Jewish
holiday of Passover, attesting to the antisemitism
which the Jews’ adherence to their laws, as well
as to their understanding of God, aroused
among Christians. Christians accused Jews of us-
ing Christian blood in their unleavened bread
(matzoh) and in their wine. In Savoy, in 1329,
Christians claimed that the Jews “compound out
of the entrails of murdered Christian children a
salve of food called aharance (haroseth), which
they eat every Passover in place of a sacrifice; they
prepare this food at least every sixth year because
they believe they are saved thereby.

In the 1930s the Nazis renewed the libel. The
entire May 1, 1934, issue of the Nazi newspaper
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Handout A-3 (cont.

Christian, but it made it possible. Without Chris-
tian antisemitism, the Holocaust would have
been inconceivable.

Nazi antisemitism differed from Christian anti-
semitism, however, in at least two important
ways. It did not allow the Jews the choice of con-
version or death, as medieval Christian antisem-
iteshad, butonly death. And it called for the mur-
der of all Jews, rather than, as the medieval
Christian world had called for, the suffering of all
Jews and the random murders of many. In virtu-
ally every other way, Nazism depended upon

Christian antisemitic ideas, libels, policies, and

legislation.

Hitler and the Nazis found in medieval Catho-
lic anti-Jewish legislation a model for their own,
and they read and reprinted Martin Luther’s vir-

ulently antisemitic writings. It is instructive that -

the Holocaust was unleashed by the only major
country in Europe having approximately equal
numbers of Catholic and Protestants. Both tradi-
tions were saturated with Jew-hatred.

THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST
Matthew 27:24-25

“When Pilate saw that he could prevail
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made,
he took water, and washed his hands before
the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this just person; see ye to it.
“Then answered all the people and said,
His blood be on us and our children.”

Taken from: The Holy Bible, King James Version, Matthew
27:24-25.

" VATICAN II'S DECLARATION
ON THE CHURCH’S RELATIONS
WITH THE JEWS, OCT. 28, 1965

True, the Jewish authorities and those who fol-
lowed their lead pressed for the death of Christ
(cf. John 19, 6); still, what happened in his pas-
sion cannot be charged against all the Jews, with-
out distinction, then alive, nor against the Jews of
today. Although the Church is the new People of
God, the Jews should not be represented as re-
jected by God or accursed, as if this followed
from Holy Scripture. . . .

The Church, moreover, rejects every persecu-

tion against any person. For this reason and for
the sake of the patrimony she shares with the
Jews, the Church decries hatreds, persecutions
and manifestations of anti- Semitism directed
against Jews at any time and by anyone. . . .

No foundation therefore remains for any the-
ory or practice that leads to discrimination be-
tween man and man or people and people inso-
far as their human dignity and the rights flowing
from it are concerned. . . .

Taken from: The Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-

Christian Religions (Nostra Aetate); AAS 58(1966), pp. 740.744.

MARTIN LUTHER AND THE JEWS
. Raul Hilberg

.. .A Christian is commanded to choose good
and to reject evil. The greater his destructive task,
therefore, the more potent are the moral obsta-
cles in his way. These obstacles must be removed
—the internal conflict must somehow be re-
solved. One of the principal means through
which the perpetrator will attempt to clear his
conscience is by clothing his victim in a mantle of

Taken from: Raul Hilberg. The Destruction of the European Jews -

(New York: New View Points, 1973), pp. 8-9. Copyright (c)
1961 by Raul Hilberg. Used by permission of the author and
his agents, Raines and Raines.
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evil, by portraying the victim as an object that
must be destroyed. . . .
The picture of the Jew which we encounter in

~Nazi propaganda and Nazi correspondence had

been drawn several hundred years before. Martin
Luther had already sketched the main outlines of
that portrait, and the Nazis, in their time, had lit-
tle to add to it. We shalllook here at a few excerpts
from Luther’s book About the Jews and Their
Lies. In doing so, let it be stressed that Luther’s
ideas were shared by others in his century, and
that the mode of his expression was the style of -
his times. His work is cited here only because he
was a towering figure in the development of Ger-
man thought, and the writing of such a man is
not to be forgotten in the unearthing of so crucial
a conceptualization as this. Luther’s treatise
about the Jews was addressed to the public di-
rectly, and, in that pouring recital, sentences de-
scended upon the audience in a veritable cas-
cade. Thus the passage:

mmumiﬁr%oznwb Hmmmmwmmmm ros:rm
understand and obey the fifth command-
ment of God, namely, that they are thirsty
“bloodhounds and murderers of all Chris-
tendom, with full intent, now for more than
fourteen hundred years, and indeed they
were often burned to death upon the accu-
sation that they had poisoned water and
wells, stolen children, and torn and hacked
them apart, in order to cool their temper se-
cretly with Christian blood.”
And:

Now see what a fine, thick, fat lie that is
when they complain that they are held cap-
tive by us. It is more than fourteen hundred
years since Jerusalem was destroyed, and at
this time it is almost three hundred years
since we Christians have been tortured and
persecuted by the Jews all over the world (as
pointed out above), so that we might well

BLuther, Von den Jueden, p. diiid.
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HANDOUT A-3 (cont.)

with trade. They used their advantages as citi-
zens and members of the dominant religion to
fight their Jewish competitors, even succeeding
in driving them out of most of the nations and
cities of western Europe.

6. In eastern Europe, to which most of the Jews
fled, they were still barred from citizenship, and
the violent attacks which they had experienced at
least since the days of the Crusades were re-
peated. This treatment kept in motion the forces
of anti- Semitism.

7. Inevitably the lack of citizenship, economic
discrimination, and personal violence to which
the Jews were subjected intensified their cohe-
siveness as a cultural-religious group. Their eth-
nocentrism was maintained. The Jewish commu-
nity seemed to be their only protection against
the hostiliies they continuously experienced.
They were bicultural and binational; they could
scarcely give full allegiance to the nation or cul-
ture in which they resided because of the interac-
tion between the discrimination against them
and their own ethnocentrism. They were blocked
from the full participation which would have led
in time to assimilation in the societies where they
lived, and then were accused of being different.
They could see no advantage in deserting a rich
cultural heritage for a precarious position in the
dominant society. Just how precarious that posi-
tion might be has been shown again by the de-
struction of German Jewry, one of the most “as-
similated” groups in the world. Biculturality has
been an important part of the vicious circle that
has kept anti-Semitism alive. Being different,
Jews were more easily selected for hostile treat-
ment; they were forced back upon their own
group and its traditions, thus maintaining its dif-
ferences. In earlier days, this vicious circle re-
volved mainly around religious symbols. Only

with the decline of feudalism and the rise of na-
tions, often with relatively distinct cultures, did
the position of Jews as “foreigners” become vital.
Having evolved painfully into unified nations,
the European countries found the Jewish aliens
(whom they themselves had kept alien and had
prevented from participating in their evolution
into statehood) in their midst. It is doubtless sig-
nificant that there is a high (but not perfect) corre-
lation between the areas where independent
statehood was achieved with great difficulty and
the areas where anti-Semitism has been most
prevalent. Compare England and France with
Germany and Poland. There is also a social psy-
chological aspect to the emphasis on national-
ism. As Parsons says:

It is a striking fact that the extreme kind of na-
tionalistic sentiment is often found in groups
where frustration of the sort described above is
likely to be most severe; as for instance, in the
lower middle class. The pattern of sentiments
seems to be somewhat as follows: “I may not be a

- successful person, able to live in luxury the way

others do; but there is one thing you can’t deny I
am just as much an American (or German or En-
glishman) as anybody.” Part of the intensity of na-
tional sentiment may undoubtedly be inter-
preted as “compensation” for frustration
elsewhere. National identification allows the in-
dividual to participate in the glory of the achieve-
ments of his nation and relieves him of the blame
for lack of personal achievements. Patriotism is
very much of a social and economic leveler, and a
very appropriate way in which to appease one’s
own uneasy conscience (usually on an uncon-
scious level) and to “run down” the superior
achievements or good fortune of others. The fact
that the Jews form a suitable symbol in both these
contexts is important in understanding the con-
centration of aggression on them. In an era when
nationalism has loomed large, Jews have been si-
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multaneously more provincial (with stanch loy-
alty to the Jewish community) and more interna-
tional (with a sense of identification with the
Jewish culture in every part of the world and fre-
quently with friends and relatives residing in
many different lands).

8. With anti-Semitism established by the fac-
tors listed above, it became fixed in tradition and
passed on to each new generation in the social-
ization process. Once used, a pattern of preju-
dice is more likely to be used again than is a new
pattern, for the old has acquired reinforcements.
It has the sanction of tradition; it has helped to
create some of the very differences by which it
was at first justified; and the minority group has
absorbed some of the projections of the domi-
nant group—to admit that the prejudice was not
“justified” would then require of the dominant
group that they reexamine the projected evils
which they have thrust from themselves..Since
this is too painful an experience for most individ-
uals, they maintain the old prejudice. Many Ger-
mans today have strong unconscious guilt feel-
ings about the anti-Semitism of the Nazi regime,
whether they participated in it or simply failed to
oppose it. Those very guilt feelings may well in-
crease their anti-Semitism. And in some individ-
uals at least, the stronger the guilt, the stronger
must be the prejudice to try to allay the tensions.
Here is another important factor in the vicious
circle of anti-Semitism.

9. Part of the tradition of prejudice is the
stream of stories, jokes, and stereotypes that car-
ries the culturally established attitude on to the
next generation. Millions of people who have
scarcely ever seen a Jew “know” why a joke is
funny when it shows a “typical” Jewish trait or
has a Jew acting in a way completely unfitting to
the stereotype. By laughing at the joke we share a
bond of common “knowledge” with our associ-

_ates, we get a feeling of superiority, and by ac-
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HANDOUT A-3 (cont.)

tradition of anti- Semitism can be led away from
democracy and liberalism by the manipulation of
hostility toward the Jews.

14. One of the forces involved in modern anti-
Semitism implied above is explicit propaganda
and the work of organized groups. Propaganda
and “hate groups” are a “cause” of anti-Semitism

only when there is already a favorable attitude to-

ward their message. In such a situation they can
increase and intensify the prejudice. Propaganda
to whip up hatred of the Jews was carried on sys-
tematically by the Nazis and has been used exten-
sively by “hate groups” in the United States.

15. Modern anti-Semitism has been sustained
not only by the attacks on Christianity and de-
mocracy that characterize some aspects of our so-
ciety, but also by the increasing importance of
commerce and industry. The Jews, having been
forced into the cities and into commercial occupa-
tions by the process that we have discussed, nat-

urally took an important part (although one that

is often exaggerated by anti-Semites) in the devel-
opment of the modern economy. They became
competitors of the increasingly powerful middle
class, while at the same time representing to

those who were suffering from the new order the

essence of the society they opposed. This later -

group included the old ruling class, who often
identified Jews as the key factors in the new econ-
omy; and it included the masses of people in
many situations. As trade developed in eastern
Europe, Jews in high proportion took over the
“marginal” job of buying and selling cattle.
”Since a cattle dealer is never a popular figure in
agricultural communities, the only living contact
between the precapitalist peasant masses of cen-
tral and eastern Europe and the market economy
of modern industrial society was the Jew.”

16. Oppositely, Jews have been used as sym-
bols of communism—sometimes, as in the case of
Hitler, by the same person who identifies them as
the epitome of capitalism. Jews have, of course,
participated in the growth of communism and
other left-wing developments in the last century.
It scarcely matters, for a theory of anti-Semitism,
whether they have furnished more or less than a
proportionate number of left-wingers, for preju-
dice can create the necessary observation.

17. Jews have been important in the rise of the
trade-union movement. Since trade unionism
has been able to get increasing rewards for work-
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ers in all industrialized western nations, employ-
ers, and others have often fought it vigorously.
Those who already had a prejudice against Jews
could easily convince themselves that unionism
was a Jewish product.

Modern urban industrial society is thus not
only prejudice-prone, but peculiarly prone to
anti-Jewish prejudice. The Jews, who occupy
places on almost every status level of society, are
more apt scapegoats for more diverse groups
than is a minority that is concentrated primarily
in Jower status levels. Jews are importantly in-

- volved in most of the sharply conflicting develop-

ments of modern life. The prejudices of various
groups are thus mutually reinforced. The long
history of violence against Jews has created such
deep-going guilt feelings that many people dare
not admit—their ego involvement being so intri-
cately related to the question—that their hostility
to Jews is a categorical prejudice. Thus economic
conflict, personal insecurity, traditional stereo-
types, cultural disorganization, and propagan-
distic distortion have come together to create and
sustain the blinding prejudice of anti-Semitism.







